Appendicitis is the commonest source of pain and tenderness in the right iliac fossa, but there are other conditions which may bear such a close resemblance to appendicitis that the correct diagnosis can only be made by exploratory laparotomy. One atypical condition is that of a foreign body lodged in the ileo-caecal region.
It is invariably rewarding to search for a foreign body during a laparotomy on a case of acute abdomen where no other abnormality can be found to explain the origin of peritonitis.
Furthermore it is suggested that the possibility of a ' foreign body granuloma ' be remembered in the differential diagnosis of any lump in the right iliac fossa where investigations have hitherto proved indefinite.
